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“To whom much is given, much is required.” — Luke 12:48

For Mrs. Glenny Lee Buquet, these words from Scripture have become a way of life. Rooted in Catholic faith and
guided by a deep sense of responsibility to serve others, Glenny Lee has spent decades giving her time, talent, and
resources to strengthen education, advocate for children, and serve the community she loves.

Born in 1936 to Lee and Hazel Castagnos, Glenny Lee was raised in Houma alongside her brother, Lee Jr, and sister,
Andrée. She attended St. Francis de Sales School, where the Marianite Sisters of Holy Cross helped instill the faith,
integrity, and strong moral compass that would guide her throughout her life. At home, her parents reinforced
those lessons through their own example, teaching their children that God, family, and community should remain at
the center of a life well lived.

After graduating from Southwestern Louisiana Institute, Glenny Lee began her career teaching high school speech.
She later married James “Jimmy” Buquet, Jr,, and together they raised three children, Andrée, James lll, and
Michelle, continuing the family’'s commitment to Catholic education by sending all three to Vandebilt Catholic High
School.

As a young mother, Glenny Lee recognized that bright and capable children were struggling to read because of
dyslexia. Rather than simply seeing a need, she helped create a solution. Along with Jimmy and other parents, she
helped establish a Saturday tutorial school for children with dyslexia and later became a founding member of the
Dyslexia Society of South Louisiana. She also served as chairwoman of the Advisory Board of Directors for the
Louisiana Center for Dyslexia and Related Learning Disorders at Nicholls State University.

That commitment to literacy grew into a lifetime of advocacy for Louisiana’s
children. From 1992 through 2011, Glenny Lee served five terms representing
Louisiana’s 3rd Congressional District on the Louisiana Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education. During her nearly 20-year tenure, she served five terms as
president of BESE and co-chaired the Blue Ribbon Commission for Educational
Excellence. Through challenging decisions and changing times in education, she
remained respected for her integrity, courage, fairness, and unwavering belief that
every child deserves the opportunity to learn and succeed.
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Catholic education has always held a special place in Glenny Lee's heart. She served on both the St. Francis de
Sales School Board and the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux School Board, dedicating her time and leadership to
strengthening Catholic education in the community. Alongside Jimmy, she was a longtime supporter of Vandebilt
Catholic, contributing to school renovations, the annual fair, where Jimmy served as chairman for four years, and
countless initiatives over the years. In recognition of her enduring commitment and service, Vandebilt Catholic
honored Glenny Lee as its Alumnus of the Year in 1998, and in 2024, she was inducted into the Vandebilt Catholic
High School Hall of Fame.

Her service extends throughout the South Louisiana community. Glenny Lee has served as a founding leader of the
Houma Junior Auxiliary, a board member of the Terrebonne Foundation for Academic Excellence in Public
Education, a dedicated volunteer and leader with the American Cancer Society, a board member of the Terrebonne
Little Theatre, and a CASA volunteer. She also helped support the restoration of Southdown Museum and the
establishment of its docent program. Her contributions have earned numerous honors, including The Courier’s
Most Useful Citizen Award and the SLI/USL College of Education Outstanding Alumni Award.

Glenny Lee and Jimmy also embraced philanthropy as an extension of their faith, establishing the James J. Buquet
Jr. Family Foundation and supporting endowments benefiting education, literacy, and their community. More
importantly, they passed their values to their children and grandchildren through a family mantra that continues to
be shared with Glenny Lee's great-grandchildren: “To whom much is given, much is expected.”

Through every chapter of her life, Glenny Lee has remained grounded in the Catholic faith, first nurtured by her
parents, and the Marianite Sisters. She credits God, her family, and that strong foundation of faith with giving her
the strength to pursue a lifetime of service.

To her family, she will forever be their beloved “Gigi.” To countless students,
educators, families, and organizations, she has been an advocate, leader,
philanthropist, and faithful friend.

The Catholic Foundation of South Louisiana is proud to honor Mrs. Glenny Lee
Buquet as the 2026 Good Shepherd Award recipient, recognizing a remarkable
woman whose life beautifully demonstrates what it means to place God first, serve
generously, and use the gifts we have been given to make a lasting difference in the
lives of others.

Please join us in welcoming Glenny Lee Buquet as the Good Shepherd Award
Winner for the 2026 Catholic Foundation of South Louisiana St. Joseph's Dinner.



