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Some of the most influential leaders are not defined by the number of titles they hold, but by the lives they
impact, the institutions they strengthen, and the legacy they leave behind.

For Donald "Boysie" Bollinger, leadership has always been about far more than business success. Throughout a
remarkable career spanning more than five decades, he has helped shape industries, strengthen communities,
champion Catholic leadership, and quietly invest in people and organizations that will continue serving
generations to come.

Raised in a devout Catholic family in South Louisiana, Boysie learned early that true leadership begins with
character. His father instilled in him the virtues of honesty, humility, integrity, and service—values that would
become the foundation of every decision he would make. As a young man, Boysie spent two years in the
seminary, where he developed a deep relationship with Christ and discovered the importance of servant
leadership, discernment, and lifelong formation. Although his vocation ultimately led him into the business world,
those formative years have remained central to the way he leads, serves, and gives back. That foundation helped
launch one of Louisiana's most distinguished business careers.

As former Chairman and CEO of Bollinger Shipyards and now Chairman and CEO of Bollinger Enterprises, Boysie
helped transform one of America's premier family-owned shipbuilding companies into a nationally recognized
maritime leader. Under his leadership, Bollinger Shipyards expanded its capabilities, strengthened America's
maritime and defense industries, created thousands of jobs, and earned a reputation for excellence, innovation,
and resilience. Yet Boysie's influence reaches far beyond the shipyard.

Throughout his career, he has been called upon to lead some of the nation's most respected organizations,
serving as chairman or board leader for institutions that have shaped education, healthcare, conservation,

economic development, maritime commerce, and civic life. His leadership has
guided organizations including the National WWII Museum, the Business Council of
New Orleans, the Shipbuilders Council of America, the National Ocean Industries
Association, United Way of South Louisiana, the Nature Conservancy of Louisiana,
First Bank and Trust, the University Medical Center Management Corporation, the
Port of New Orleans, the Louisiana Workers' Compensation Corporation, and today
as Chairman of the Nicholls State University Foundation and the Audubon Nature
Institute Foundation, while continuing to serve numerous other charitable and civic
organizations.
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His commitment to public service has also left a lasting mark on Louisiana. Beginning as a delegate to Louisiana's
Constitutional Convention, Boysie has spent decades helping strengthen civic institutions and developing leaders
who have gone on to serve at every level of government. While many recognize him for his business
accomplishments, those closest to him often point to his ability to build strong organizations, mentor leaders, and
create lasting institutions that continue serving long after the work is done.

At the presidential level, Bollinger chaired the Louisiana finance committees for George H. W. Bush, Bob Dole,
George W. Bush, John McCain, Mitt Romney, and Donald Trump, including all three of President Trump’s
campaigns. Through these roles, he ensured Louisiana’s prominence and effectiveness in national Republican
politics. In 2004, Bollinger founded the Committee for a Republican Majority, now known as the Committee for a
Conservative Majority, an organization he continues to chair. The organization was established to support
conservative leadership development and to build lasting political infrastructure across the state.

Despite these extraordinary achievements, Boysie has never viewed leadership as an end in itself. He believes
leadership carries an obligation to serve.

That philosophy has shaped a lifetime of extraordinary philanthropy. Through generous support of Catholic
education, scholarships, healthcare, veterans, conservation, leadership development, and countless charitable
initiatives, Boysie has quietly invested in causes that strengthen both communities and families. His generosity
has opened doors of opportunity, expanded educational access, advanced healthcare, preserved Louisiana's
natural treasures, and supported organizations whose impact will be felt for generations.

His contributions have earned some of the nation's most distinguished honors, including induction into the
Louisiana Political Hall of Fame, recognition by the Horatio Alger Association, the Woodrow Wilson Award, the
Loving Cup Award, Junior Achievement's Lifetime Achievement Award, the
Distinguished Citizen Award from the Boy Scouts of America, and designation as a
Louisiana Legend by Louisiana Public Broadcasting. He has also received honorary
doctorates from Webb Institute and Nicholls State University in recognition of his
extraordinary leadership and lifelong service.
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Perhaps one of Boysie's greatest passions today is strengthening the future of the Catholic Church through
leadership formation. After being invited by one of Louisiana's bishops to speak to the Catholic Leadership
Institute, he became deeply committed to helping form strong Catholic leaders. He recognizes that priests are
not only spiritual shepherds, but also leaders entrusted with guiding vibrant parish communities. Through
mentorship, encouragement, and leadership development, he has worked alongside clergy to help them lead with
confidence, clarity, and faithfulness.

Although Boysie has attended the Catholic Foundation of South Louisiana's St. Joseph's Dinner through the years,
invitations to serve as keynote speaker never quite aligned with his schedule. This year, however, everything fell
into place and was simply God's timing.

If there is one message he hopes every Catholic carries home, it is both heartfelt and deeply personal: “Come
back to the Church.”

He has witnessed a remarkable renewal among young Catholics and believes this generation has a unique
opportunity to strengthen the future of our faith. Through his leadership, generosity, and unwavering commitment
to Catholic education and formation, Boysie continues to invest not simply in organizations, but in the people who
will carry the Church's mission forward.

This October, we are honored to welcome a man whose life reflects what faithful stewardship can accomplish—a

visionary business leader, an extraordinary philanthropist, a champion of Catholic leadership, and a servant
whose legacy continues to shape Louisiana and beyond.

Please join us in welcoming Donald "Boysie” Bollinger as the keynote speaker for the 2026 Catholic
Foundation of South Louisiana St. Joseph's Dinner.
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Donald T. “Boysie” Bollinger is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Bollinger Enterprises, LLC, which in part
serves as a family office. He is the former Chairman and CEO of Bollinger Shipyards, Inc., a family-owned business
established in 1946; a full service marine construction and ship repair company.

Boysie Bollinger devotes considerable time to professional and civic organizations. He serves on numerous Boards of
Directors, including:

- Chairman, Nicholls State University Foundation

- Chairman, Audubon Nature Institute Foundation

- Co-Chairman, ACE Scholarship National Advisory Board

- Chairman, Louisiana Committee for a Conservative Majority
- Board Member, The National WWII Museum

In past years, Boysie has served as the following, and remains active in many:

- Chairman, University Medical Center Management Corporation

- Chairman, First Bank and Trust

- International Chairman, Chief Executives Organization

- Chairman, Louisiana Workers’ Compensation Corporation

- Chairman, The National World War Il Museum (still serves on board)

- Chairman, Shipbuilders Council of America

- Chairman, National Ocean Industries Association

- Chairman, Business Council of New Orleans (still serves on board)

- Chairman, The Nature Conservancy of Louisiana (still serves on board)

- Chairman, Young Presidents Organization

- Chairman, United Way of South Louisiana

- Chairman, New Orleans Region of the Boy Scouts of America (still serves on board)
- Chairman, Governor’s Maritime Advisory Task Force

- Chairman, Board of Commissioners, Port of New Orleans

- Twice King, Washington Mardi Gras (1992 & 2007)

- Vice Chairman, United States Coast Guard Foundation

- Grand Prior of USA, International Order of St. Hubertus

- Commissioner, American Battle Monuments Commission, under the administration of President George W. Bush
- Elected Delegate, Louisiana’s Constitutional Convention in 1973

- President’s Export Council under the administration of President George HW. Bush.
- Louisiana Board of Regents

- University of Louisiana System Board

- Louisiana Recovery Authority

- Bring New Orleans Back Commission

- National Petroleum Council

- Tidewater, Inc.

- Audubon Commission

- OMSA - Offshore Marine Services Association
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Boysie has been recognized countless times for his outstanding accomplishments. His most prestigious awards
include:

- Horatio Alger Association

- Loving Cup Award

- Woodrow Wilson Award

- Louisiana Political Hall of Fame

- Louisiana Legend by Louisiana Public Broadcasting

-Junior Achievement Laureate and Lifetime Achievement Award
- Distinguished Citizen Award from the Boy Scouts of America

- C. Alvin Bertel Award, Port of New Orleans

- Entrepreneur of the Year Award

- New Orleans Propeller Club’s Maritime Man of the Year Award

- ACG Louisiana’s Lifetime Achievement Award

- American Diabetes Association Father of the Year Honoree

- Phi Kappa Theta Fraternity Man of Achievement Award

- National Coast Guard Museum Association’s Alexander Hamilton Award
- SNAME's Admiral Land Award

- Outstanding Alumni Award, University of Louisiana at Lafayette
- Robert J. Alario Distinguished Achievement Award - OMSA

In 1971, Boysie Bollinger earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Administration from the University of
Louisiana, Lafayette, where he was also a member of Phi Kappa Theta Fraternity. In 2016, he received an Honorary
Doctorate of Science degree from Webb Institute in Glen Cove, NY and in 2018, he received an Honorary Doctorate of
Commerce degree from Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, LA. Boysie is also Alumni of CEO'’s Harvard Business
School Executive Education Program.

Boysie is married to Joy LeBlanc, has three sons, five grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
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Public Leadership & Civic Service

More than 50 years of leadership helping shape Louisiana's civic and political landscape through institution building,
strategic leadership, and public service.

Elected Delegate to the 1973 Louisiana Constitutional Convention, contributing to the adoption of Louisiana's
current Constitution.

Served as Chairman of the State Republican Political Action Committee for Louisiana's Third Congressional District
during a pivotal period of party growth and organizational development.

Played a significant role in several historic political realignments that reshaped Louisiana politics, including
leadership during the party transitions of Governor Buddy Roemer, State Treasurer John Kennedy, Governor Mike
Foster, and Congressman Billy Tauzin.

Eight-time Delegate to the Republican National Convention (1976-2008), representing Louisiana across multiple
presidential election cycles.

Served three terms as Finance Chairman of the Louisiana Republican Party, helping strengthen the party's
organizational and fundraising infrastructure.

Chaired finance efforts for numerous state and federal leaders, including U.S. Senators, members of Congress,
governors, and presidential candidates.

Served as State Organization Chairman for Governor David Treen, Louisiana's first Republican governor elected since
Reconstruction.

Held leadership roles in all three gubernatorial campaigns of Governor Bobby Jindal and in every statewide
campaign of Governor Jeff Landry.

Founding member of the Republican Governors Roundtable, helping recruit, support, and elect governors across the
United States.

Chaired the Louisiana finance committees for the presidential campaigns of George H. W. Bush, Bob Dole, George W.
Bush, John McCain, Mitt Romney, and Donald Trump.

Founded the Committee for a Republican Majority (now the Committee for a Conservative Majority) in 2004 and
continues to serve as its chairman, supporting leadership development and long-term organizational growth.

Twice honored as King of Washington Mardi Gras, recognizing his longstanding leadership and influence in
representing Louisiana on the national stage.

Widely recognized for building enduring institutions, mentoring leaders, and strengthening organizations that

continue to shape Louisiana and the nation.
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